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214 Reply to Remarks on Tables of Marriages [September 

graph of the Report, in which the Commissioners remark that, " dif- 
ference of age has a different vahie at different periods of life; in other 
words, that the sum as well as the difference of the ages of parents 
ought to enter into all calculations on the probabilities of sex of 
children," because the latter alone has hitherto been attended to. 

I am, &c., 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq. Thomas A. Larcom. 



Reply to the preceding Remarks. 

{Read before the Statistical Society (^London, l&th June, 1845.] 
Mt dear Sir, 24, Wilton Crescent, June 5, 1845. 

I HAVE been favoured by you with a sight of Captain Larcom's 
remarks on a paper communicated by me to the Statistical Society on the 
1 5th of April, ] 844, wherein I adverted to some errors, as they appeared 
to me, in the Report of the Commissioners appointed to take the Census 
of Ireland in 1841. If these remarks by Captain Larcom could have 
been read at the last meeting of the Society, I might perhaps have con- 
tented myself with a verbal reply. But as that was not the case, and as 
it will not be in my power to be present on the 16th instant, I must request 
you to lay my short observations before the meeting on that evening. 

The Table in p. xlii is said by Captain Larcom to exhibit only the 
unmarried portion, and to show the gradual diminution in the proportion 
which unmarried persons bear to the people of their own age in each 
decennial period. This I never understood otherwise. But the other table, 
that in p. Ixxvi, he proceeds to say, is the reverse of this, and dealt only 
with married persons. Surely, however, this comes to the same thing. If, 
out of 100 persons, at a given age, 93 were unmarried, it follows that 7 are 
married ; and if we begin at the other end, and find that 41 '3 are mar- 
ried, it equally follows that but 58 '7, instead of 93, are unmarried. In 
both tables the period is much the same, being from 17 to 25 in the former, 
and under 25 in the latter ; the only difference being as to marriages 
under 17, which, among males, cannot be very numerous. I conceive 
that the unmarried persons, in p. xlii, do not include widowers. This 
seems to follow from Captain Larcom's reasoning on marriage tendencies. 

The " fertile source of anomaly, arising from the voluntary nature of 
the returns " to which Captain Larcom adverts, may very probably tend 
to explain the discrepancy, but does not remove it. The observations, 
therefore, in pp. 3 and 4 of his paper, may be well founded without 
affecting my own. 

The vindication of Captain Larcom's assertion of a " well-known law, 
that the most marrying race have the lowest cypher of fecundity " is in- 
genious ; but I cannot think it satisfactory. The " most marrying race " 
will surely be that in which marriages take place earhest ; in which women 
do not lose, in this sense, those years of life when nature particularly 
fits them for reproduction. For, in all questions of this kind, we must 
look to the age of female marriages far more than to that of males. 
Now, if habits of prudence, in both sexes, extend the average period of 
matrimony to 27 or 28 years of age in the woman, rather than 23 or 
24, it seems a paradox to suppose that the fecundity of the older brides 
will exceed that of the younger. And this, on the great scale, must 
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affect the population far more than what Captain Larcom supposes, tliat, 
in the most marrying communities, many will enter into matrimony who 
are not much fitted for reproduction. The marriages of elderly people, 
on the contrary, are likely to be most frequent where the sexual passion 
has been most restrained in youth, and prudential habits have been 
formed. Nor does experience confirm the theory, which Captain Larcom 
has derived from some Belgian publication. I have not looked at that ; 
but it is certainly an admitted fact, that the ratio of marriages to the po- 
pulation is higher in the United States than in Europe. But the " cypher 
of fecundity " there, if I remember right, is above 6 ; while, if the 
inverse ratio were true, it ought to be lower than in any European state ; 
or not much more perhaps than 3 ; a supposition, independently of direct 
evidence to the contrary, incompatible with the rapid progress of Ame- 
rican population. 

It is unnecessary to add that I am obliged to Captain Larcom for the 
courtesy of his expressions, and hope that we shall reap much benefit 
from the investigation which he promises to pursue. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very faithfully, yours, 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq. Henry Hallam. 



Adaptation of Official Returns of Railway Traffic to the general 
purposes of Statistical Inquiry. By W. A. Graham, Esq., F.S.S. 

\^Read before the Statistical Society of London, 21st April, 1845.] 
It has long been my opinion that a series of tables, carefully and sys- 
tematically compiled from returns furnished by the Government, from 
the shipping and landing entries of docks and harbours, and from other 
accessible sources, might, under the auspices of this Society, render im- 
portant service to the public by throwing light upon the condition and 
employment of the population of different places, and upon the state 
and variation of local trade. My opinion of the value of such a series 
of tables was confirmed by the suggestion contained in a passage which 
occurs in the paper on Railway Statistics contributed by G. R. Porter, 
Esq., and read before the Society on the 15th April last. While re- 
gretting the insufficiency of the returns made by the Railway Companies 
to the Board of Trade, for the deduction of satisfactory results in re- 
ference to the average distances travelled by the passengers on the 
various lines, Mr. Porter observes : — " It may hereafter be possible, by 
explanation, to induce the companies so to keep their accounts as to 
make this return with accuracy, so that data may be obtained whereby 
to compare one year with another, and one part of the kingdom with 
another, in regard to this very significant indication of the national pro- 
gress." I cannot more concisely express the object with which I have 
constructed the tables I now submit to the Society, than by borrowing 
the words of the above quotation : " to compare one year with another, 
and one part of the kingdom with another," and I have availed myself 
of the official railway returns for the illustration of my views, on account 
of the facilities afforded for consulting them in one collected mass, 
and the superior importance conferred upon them by the increasing 
prevalence of the railway system, which gives promise shortly to pervade 
every portion of the kingdom. The basis of the argument for the utility 
of these tables as applied to general statistical purposes is, that all the 



